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PREFATORY NOTE. 



The subjects considered in these Tliree Sermons 
are certainlj of some importance. Within the 
limits of a discourse such subjects can only be 
treated broadly and briefly. Nevertheless the 
Author has not consciously slurred over any pal- 
pable difficulty, and he certainly has not used 
language to conceal hiB ideas, but to express 
them. They are, none the less, written in a 
spirit of true Christian Charity, because, without 
circumlocution and ambiguity, he has stated the 
case truthfully and fairly, and proposed, as he 
believes, the only efficient and reasonable remedy 
for existing evils. 



P. G. L. 



AU Saints* Vicarage, Lambeth, 
Shrove Tuesday, 1881. 
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THE CHUECH OF ENGLAND AND THE 
CHUECH OF GOD. 



" Ego dispono vobis, siout disposuit Mihi Pater Mens, 
Begnnm.*' 

" I appoint unto you a Blingdom as My Father hath 
appointed unto Me.'* — St. Luke xxii. 29. 

The Church of God is a kingdom^ and that 
Kingdom is universal or Catholic* We may 

* '^It (the Churoh) is called Catholic, because it is 
throughout the world, from one end of the earth to the 
other ; and because it teaches universally and completely 
one and all the doctrines which ought to come to man's 
knowledge, concerning things both visible and invisible, 
heavenly and earthly ; and because it subjugates in order 
to godliness every class of men, governors and governed, 
learned and unlearned ; and because it universally treats 
and heals every sort of sins, which are committed by soul 
and body, and possesses in itself every form of virtue 
which is named, both in deeds and words, and in every 
kind of spiritual gfifts.** — " St. Cyril's Catechetical Lec- 
tures," zviii. 23. 
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safely start with this axiom, for Our Blessed 
Lord Himself, in the distinct and emphatic 
words of the text, and the Creed in which we 
believe, declare as much. ^^I appoint unto 
you a Kingdom " is Our Saviour^s own divine 
intimation to His apostles. " I believe in One 
Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church ^^ is the 
formal response and confession on their part of 
all members of Christ. 

That Kingdom was to be nothing less than 
world-wide. The national church of the Jews 
was soon to come to an end, and the whole 
Gentile race to be brought under the Re- 
deemer's sway. The world-wide Kingdom of 
Christ moreover was to be One, and it was to 
be visible ; like a city set upon a hill it might 
be seen by all. 

Just as in an earthly kingdom there are 
shires and cities, with lieutenants and mayors ; 
provinces, districts and divisions, all dominated 
eventually by the kingdom's chief ruler ; so in 
the One Church of God there are comprised 
varied races and different nations, ruled by 
Bishops, primates and patriarchs, under the 
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spiritual authority of One visible Head. And 
this is the case likewise with every single 
diocese of the One Church — at once a perfect 
type and an inherent part of the whole body. 
Of course the true invisible Head of every 
diocese is Our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, 
just as we must allow that He is the true Head 
of every private Christian family and of every 
ecclesiastical province : but these axiomatic 
facts do not in any degree detract from the 
corresponding truth, that the visible head of 
the family or of the province is the father and 
the primate respectively; or that, as the Bishop 
is the head of the diocese, so the visible Head 
of the One Catholic Church is the acknowledged 
chief Bishop of Christendom, supreme over 
patriarchs, metropolitans and all. For a 
visible body without a visible head is either a 
repulsive abortion or a decapitated corpse. 

For, when we recite the Creed in the 
Liturgy, what mean we by the words '' I be- 
lieve in One Holy Catholic and Apostolic 
Church ? ^' Is this Divine Corporation visible 
or invisible — ^numerically one, or only morally 
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one ? If it consists of a variety of isolated^ 
independent and conflicting bodies^ each con- 
tradicting the other doctrinally, with no 
apparent bond of cohesion and no head to 
guide, how is visible unity to be ever secured^ 
or how can it in any sense be said to exist at 
all? Furthermore^ as a parallel^ how could 
political and social unity be preserved in Great 
Britain if every lord lieutenant of a county 
acted absolutely independent of the monarch ? 
Whereas, if the Church of God be visibly 
One as it is visibly Holy, Catholic and Apos- 
tolic, all that has been stated directly follows 
as a matter of course ; and it is exactly what 
you and I and all of us categorically declare 
we believe and accept Sunday by Sunday and 
feast-day by feast-day. It is, in fact, the 
A B C of our faith. If we do not believe it 
of course we ought not to assert it. On the 
other hand, if we are ready and willing to 
assert it, we ought to be equally ready and 
willing to believe it. Faith and confession 
here go hand in hand. If, furthermore, our 
belief and our practice in any way imperfectly 
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harmonize^ we should leave no reasonable and 
lawful means unadopted to secure the harmony 
required. This is an elementary moral pro- 
position which must surely commend itself 
to all. 

As a distinct motive for such a course^ let 
us further consider the true nature of the body 
to which by baptism we belong. Like its 
Divine Founder the Church of the Living God 
is both immutable and infallible. It not only 
tells us plainly what the Etemal^s revelation to 
man is^ but warns us against all error by which 
we might be led astray. Its voice is as true 
and clear and commanding now as it was on 
the day of Pentecost^ at Ephesus or Chalcedon. 
As a Catholic I am not left^ thank God ! to 
search here or enquire there, to examine this 
narrative or that Epistle, to busy myself over 
the obscure words of this Father or the am- 
biguities of that Doctor, as to what God^s merci- 
fully-revealed Truth may be. I know it to be 
enshrined in the Catholic Creeds, and, what is 
far more practical to myself, it is ever pro- 
claimed throughout the wide world by the 
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Living Voice of the Church Universal. Had 
that failed, our system would have at once lost 
its source of illumination. The Almighty's 
purpose would have been frustrated; the sun 
would have been darkened, and the moon 
would have withdrawn her light. 

It seems to many, therefore, that the doctrine 
of the Immaculate Conception of Our Blessed 
Lady is but the due and reasonable complement 
of the Theotokos of Ephesus, and that the sub- 
lime Syllabus of the late Holy Father is 
identical in principle with that of the Creed of 
St. Athanasius. The Church, of course, speaks 
because it lives. A Church that taught the 
Truth unerringly only in primitive ages, to 
generations and races long dead, or only by 
the decrees of a few ancient councils and for a 
few centuries, but does not teach it now, is of 
little use to any of us — cannot be the Church 
of the Creeds or of the Living God, and is 
consequently and certainly not the Divine 
organization in which I am called upon to 
believe. 

Remembering, therefore, that the Almighty 
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has founded but One Church, not many, I start 

with the obvious axiom that a local communion 

set up by man cannot be anything more than 

human. Monarchs and secretaries of state^ 

prelates and peers^ in their natural wisdom — 

fretting under duly-delegated Divine authority 

-may have exhibited skiU and daring, some 

historical research and much human foresight, 

but at best the artful work of their own hands 

and the outcome of their constructive skill, is 

but an institution of the earth, earthy. 

Water cannot rise above its own level. No 

man, not even a Tudor monarch, as he himself 

acknowledged, can make a silk purse out of a 

sow's ear. Such a national corporation may, 

of course, be *^ founded on Bible principles ; " 

or be made after some imagined model of the 

Primitive Church; or be specially distinguished 

either for its narrowness, latitudinarianism, or 

its intolerance ; but, when all is said and done, 

though its pretensions be considerable and its 

machinery complex, it only remains a purely 

human institution. 

On the other hand, the Church of God could 
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never have needed reform, and never could be 
reformed. Such an idea were at once blas- 
phemous and profane — a direct insult to the 
Almighty, a denial of His Wisdom, a repudi- 
ation of His Omnipotence. If the Church had 
God for its author, and the Holy Ghost for its 
Divine indweller, as all Catholics believe, how 
could it ever fail or fall ? He Who had de- 
signed would surely sustain it. He Who in the 
beautiful order of the New Creation, out of 
pure love, formed and framed it, to bless man- 
kind, to speak peace to the nations, to witness 
continually for Himself in an evil and dis- 
organized world, would surely never have 
suffered it either to have lost its Divine and 
essential characteristics, or to become subject 
to the changes and impress of things merely 
mundane and human. In the world, but not 
of the world, it is a Divine Kingdom, One and 
indivisible, indwelt by the Paraclete, lasting 
for all time, separating Error from Truth when 
need be — existing to explain the Faith, to guide 
the perplexed, to rule the nations,and to gather 
in and save the wanderers and the lost* 
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Furthermore, as removing some difficulties 
which men have made for themselves, it should 
never be overlooked that in the Church of God 
there is a true sense in which the Faith may 
be said to grow with a Divine growth — the 
doctrines of the Blessed Trinity and the In- 
carnation, the Holy Eucharist and the Office 
of the Blessed Virgin in God's system of 
grace, being signal examples of such a Divine 
growth. On the other hand, in all human 
institutions, in all man-made ^^ churches,^' the 
exaggerated or favourite doctrines on which 
they were first founded have, of course, an 
immediate tendency to decay. We see this 
before our eyes. In Germany, for example, 
the heresy of "justification by Faith only'' 
and the dangerous delusion of " imputed 
righteousness" have long ago collapsed and 
ceased to be. Deo gratias. In Geneva and 
Scotland a repulsive Calvinism is happily dying 
out. Even more recent British sects, which 
first dressed themselves up in the old clothes 
of Luther* and Calvin, and once repeated their 

* Lnther, both by precept and example, taught nLQ«»t 
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immoral and heretical formulas^ now honour 
Strauss and Kenan — ^men of even a lower 
platform. In England the doctrine of the 
Boyal Supremacy is now in process of rapid 
decay ; while the series of untheological nega- 
tions which were once so popular with insular 
divines hereabouts have quite lost their activity 
and power. They are either already dead or 
so smitten with palsy that their desirable dis- 
solution cannot be much further prolonged. 

Now the existing Church of England^ which 
is locals national, and^ as a consequence^ 
human — a Church to which every free-born 
Briton, by right of his natural birth belongs — 
was formed and set up by the Tudor monarchs 

immoral doctrines. He broke his own vows and indnoed 
a religions woman to break hers. He argued that both 
concubinage and polygamy were permissible, and advo- 
cated that most pestilential doctrine, which is the utter 
destruction of all morality — that there is no freedom in 
human actions. He asserted that "Free will is an 
empty name, and that when it does its best it sins mor- 
tally"; that "it is like a horse; if God sit thereon it 
goes as He wills ; if it be ridden by the devil it moves as 
he pleases " ; and that when the Bible commands good 
works we are to understand it to forbid them, because we 
cannot do them ; and that " a baptized person cannot lose 
his soul, whatsoever sins he may commit, provided he 
believe.** 
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on the ruins of a mucli more ancient organiza- 
tion. Though an attempt to *^ reform '^ the 
Church of God was in itself both wicked and 
absurd, yet the full force of the mischief thus 
ruthlessly eflfected is even now only being 
clearly realized by a few. The thoughtless and 
superjQcial majority, it is to be feared, still look 
upon light as darkness and upon darkness as 
light. Bom in an atmosphere where all the 
colours are distorted and all the lights and 
shadows broken, they have grown up under the 
mischievous tuition of historical romancers, 
like Hume, Southey and others, to regard 
curses as blessings, and evil as good. 

It was a movement of so-called '^ Ref orm,^^ 
supported only by the most unscrupulous 
tyranny. Apart from this, carried out by Brute 
Force without let or hindrance, the ruinous 
changes could never have been effected. For 
many members of all classes were against the 
innovations ; while the middle classes and the 
poor rose in rebellion against those political 
adventurers and obsequious tools of the Tudor 
monarchs, who were steadily robbing them 
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both of temporal and spiritual rights and 
privileges^ on the false plea that the Church of 
Ood needed reformation^ amendment or sup- 
pression. 

The system of the so-called " Reformation ** 
in truth was fandamentally based on a theory 
of Rationalism^ undeveloped it may have been 
at firsts and no doubt was^ but a system 
directly and intrinsically rationalistic. It ad- 
mitted some kind of revelation, but constituted 
man^s reason as a judge by critical enquiry both 
of the revelation itself, of the interpretation of 
Scripture and of the witness of the Primitive 
Church. How that illogical system has deve- 
loped, and what mischief it has at length pro- 
duced, we may see with our own eyes. Its de- 
testable evils are actually matters of sight. The 
sects of England, revelling in unbridled license, 
now number one hundred and sixty five ; while 
in the National Church, from archbishop to lay 
reader, every man does that which is right in 
his own eyes. In the absence of any other 
authority each man dutifully obeys himself. 

Yet of this local communion, one of eminent 
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rank and ability^ as well as a profound ecclesi- 
astic^ has thus written : — " I recognize in the 
Anglican Church a time-honoured institution 
of noble historical memories^ a monument 
of ancient wisdom^ a momentous arm of 
political strength^ a great national organ^ a 
source of vast popular advantage^ and to a 
certain pointy a witness and teacher of religious 
truth/^* Noble words, and true as they are 
noble are these ; for what man, in his senses, 
with present events before him, could possibly 
say more ? Are there any tokens around us 
fairly justifying a single addition either of 
noun, adjective, or sentence, to this graphic 
and generous estimate of this National ecclesi- 
astical institution to which we belong ? If there 
be, I myself confess frankly that I cannot see 
them. 

The Church of England, as all admit, is 
certainly a part of Christendom, and a very 
important and influential part, but only so by 
right of the valid baptism of many of its 

* " History of My Beligions Opinions," by Cardinal 
Newman, p. 340. London : 1865. 
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members. Those who have been duly and 
rightly baptized^ however, are not members 
only of the Church of England but of the 
Church of God ; and, if some of these deplore 
their own isolation, or mourn over the losses 
of the so-called "Reformation,^^ or lament 
over increasing divisions and the utter want 
of authority amongst them; or, reasonably 
enough, complain, as many do, that they are 
cruelly sent into the battle against the World, 
the Flesh and the Devil but half-armed, and 
without several of those sacramental means by 
which they might better become victors in the 
strife, and to which, by God^s original donation 
in their baptism, they have a distinct right — all 
that can be said in reply is — You are now 
alienated from legitimate authority in things 
spiritual, not by any act of your own, but 
because your dazed and duped forefathers were 
robbed of their spiritual heritage by lawless 
schemers and profane innovators and blasphem- 
ing preachers, who daringly and impiously pre- 
tended to " reform '^ the Church of God. And 
until, by corporate action as of old,i^ under 
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Cardinal Pole, this National Church be once 
again restored to visible intercommunion with 
the rest of Christendom^ all such diabolical 
evils as those referred to — like poisonous 
weeds and pestilent vapours — will flourish 
rankly and continuously abound. 

Those who lament their own isolation, and 
labour to heal the schism and restore the 
breach, obviously cannot be material schis- 
matics; just as those who, instead of trusting 
solely to the intentional ambiguities of local 
formularies, and the worthless platitudes of 
the officers of mere national Churches, accept 
and embrace, with all the powers of their heart 
and intellect, the One Catholic Faith as pro- 
claimed by the One Living Catholic Church, 
cannot be material heretics. 

Many in the Establishment, of course, glory 
in their isolation, in their unhistorical delusions 
as to the past, in their firightful but possibly 
unconscious heresies, and in their perpetual 
self-pleasing. Hugging the well-rivetted chains 
of their spiritual bondage, they fantastically 
proclaim themselves free; just as some poor 
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bound inmates of Bethlehem Hospital are ^nnd 
who think themselves princes and monarchs. 
Furthermore, the reasonable exercise of lawful 
Church authority they look upon as calculated 
to '* degrade the intellect and enslave the 
soul/' Certain of these, feeling about for 
something with which to fill the acknowledged 
void in their own hearts, are ready to try any 
foolish experiment, or set on foot any chi- 
merical scheme, if only they can still remain 
apart from the undoubted successor of that 
august Patriarch who sent thp Gospel hither, 
and who laid the foundations of our Christian 
institutions. Better endure fresh divisions 
and darker heresies, — some maintain — ^greater 
lawlessness and more galling bondage, than 
labour bravely and self-sacrificingly for the 
peace and joy of Reunion. 

Notwithstanding what has been already 
stated, it should never be forgotten, however, 
how marvellously God has blessed the national 
Church ; for its children, by their baptism, thus 
became His by adoption as well as by creation. 
Nor should the yearnings and prayers of thou- 
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sands for a perfect Faith and true Catholicity 
be for a moment ignored. The marvellons 
and varied results of the Oxford moTcment 
may be seen aronnd ns on all sides^ in Cathe- 
drals and Churches magnificently restored after 
centuries of decay and degradation^ in new 
Churches built after Catholic models^ in the 
restoration of the religious lif e^ in the multi- 
plication of hearty services, and the use ""of 
ancient hymns and sequences; in the restoration 
of Confession, and in the sincere repudiation 
by a considerable mmority of the degrading 
heresies and intellectual absurdities of Protes- 
tantism. Bites long ago cast out and scofied 
at are now painfully restored, the sacred sign 
is drawn anew, the Angelus said as of yore> 
the old Catholic plain-song is heard once again 
in aisles that have been long desolate ; and with 
some lean and half-starved souls there exists a 
reasonable and sincere desire to recover those 
lost Sacraments which were so impiously and 
cruelly abolished. All these chai^ges, thank 
Gk)d! are for the better. They all directly 
tend to undo the positive mischief effected by 
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the Tiidors and their creatures. They all 
reasonably and naturally lead to the restora- 
tion of that intercommunion with other parts 
of Christendom which the so-called '^ Refor- 
mation*' broke up. They are all in their 
degree calculated — now that the crucial ques- 
tion of the source of spiritual authority cannot 
be put aside^ and must be faced — ^to restore the 
n-ational Church of England, when spirituaUy 
re-invigorated^* to its ancient glorious position 
in Christendom. 

For it is quite impossible to believe that a 
mere empty revival of mediaeval rites is to 
prove the sole and single outcome of the Ox- 
ford movement. In all that has hitherto been 
attempted the gravest and most momentous 
principles have been again and again involved; 
and^ though persistent opposition has been 
oflfered on the part of those who have been 
ignorantly wedded to false traditions^ yet calm 



* All the Bishops, without a single exception, con- 
sented to accept the Public Worship Begolation Act, by 
which a Parli^entary judge assumed the chief authority 
to determine spiritual causes in his new Parliamentary 
Court. 



ij AND THB OHUBOH OF OOD. 19 

determination^ and a faith that worketh by 
love, on the part of the restorers, have over- 
come both the prejudiced opposition of the 
rabble and the anticipated frowns of timid and 
disquieted rulers. A similar resolute policy 
will in the future secure similar results. 

And what a rich blessing shall they bring ! 
The gift of visible unity with the rest of 
Christendom. To find ourselves openly and 
truly actual fellow-citizeus of the Saints and 
of the household of God, wheresoever the 
names of Jesus and Mary are venerated, 
wheresoever the One mystic Sacrifice is truly 
offered and applied. 

At present we are but insular and isolated, 
weak and vacillating; cut off, by no act or 
desire of our own, from our brethren in 
Christ; shut out from intercommunion with 
those who, like ourselves, have entered the One 
Fold by the one door, baptism. Let us, there- 
fore, be up and labour in the Name of the 
Lord to regain our true new-birthrights and to 
recover our ancient privileges. 

For are you and I, in these latter and dan- 
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gerous days^ to be debarred from Catholic 
priyileges^ and to remain unfortified by the 
Sacraments^ because some shameless Erastian 
like Cranmer,** and some ^Mrreverent Dis- 
senter^' like Jewell^ three centuries ago^ 
unhappily made shipwreck of their Faith ; and 
at the same time traitorously and basely bar- 
tered away a trust which, on every principle of 
truth, equity, and righteousness, was not theirs 
to dispose of? Are we to sit shivering in 
gloomy and unfurnished Churches, once sancti- 
fied by the Divine Presence and lit by the 
burning lamp of Truth, where disputants of 



* In answer to the question, " Whether the apostles, 
lacking a higher power, as in not having a Christian king 
among them, made bishops by that necessity, or by 
authority given them by God?" Cranmer repUed, " All 
the said officers and ministers {i.e. bishops, judges, 
civilians, and clergy), as well of the one sort as the other, 
be appointed, assigned, and elected, in every place, by the 
laws and orders of kings and princes. In the admission 
of many of these officers be divers comely ceremonies 
and solemnities used, which were not of necessity, but 
only for a good order and a seemly fashion ; for if such 
ofieea and mimstrations were committed without such 
Bolemnity, they were nevertheless truly committed ; and there 
%$ no more promise of God that grace is given in the com' 
mitting of the ecclesiastical oJBUce thaoh it is in committing 
of the civil office^* — Collier's ''Ecclesiastical History, 
ToL XX. pp. 197, 198. London : 1846. 
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so-called ''SchoolB of Thought'^ now wrangle 
as to the meaning of '^ One baptism for the 
remission of sins/' or contend for liberty to 
deny the doctrines of the Athanasian Greedy 
and to regard God^s birth of Mary and the 
resurrection of Our Blessed Saviour as impos- 
sible superstitions ? 

Surely not. Nor will we be so cut oflF. A 
direct and definite duty lies upon us^ therefore. 
We must speak with no ambiguity^ and act 
with no effeminate feebleness. None are too 
obscure to have no influence in the work to be 
done. By right of our natural birth we are all 
members of the Church of England : by right 
of our spiritual birth we are members of the 
Church of God. The former, like those of 
Sardis and Thyatira, may either collapse sud- 
denly, or break up because of internal conflicts, 
or gradually decay. But the latter, the Church 
Catholic, in which alone we believe, is like its 
Author, Divine and Eternal. Neither storms, 
nor floods, nor human efforts, nor temporal 
changes can touch its supernatural life, nor 
mar its onward progress ; for it is in God, and 
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by God^ and of God^for man's salvation and 
eternal peace^ through Jesus Christy Our Lord 
and Saviour. Amen. 



SERMON II. 



THE ROYAL SUPREMACY. 



SERMON II. 



THE EOYAL SUPEBMACT. 



'* Servos etiam yestros, et ancillas, et jnyenes optimos, 
•et asinos anferet, et ponet in opera bug. Greges qnoqnd 
vestroB addecimabit, yoBqne eritis ei servi. Et clamabitis 
in die ill& a facie Regis yestri, quern elegistis yobis : et 
non ezaudiet in die ilU." 

"He will take jonr men-seryants and jour maid- 
seryants, and yonr goodliest yonng men and jour asses, 
and pnt them to his work. He will take the tenth of 
yonr sheep, and je shall be his servants. And ye shaU 
cry out in that day because of your King which ye shall 
shall have chosen you, and the Lord will not hear you in 
that day."— 1 Samuel yiii. 16, 17, 18. 

The system by wluch for a considerable 
period the children of Israel were governed 
was^ as we know^ a theocracy ; that is^ God 
Almighty^ with loving condescension, vouch- 
safed to be their Ruler and Eong. He spake 
to them by the lips of His seers and ruled by 
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delegation through the priests. Yet, because 
of the ill-government of the prophet SamueFs 
sons, who '^ walked not in his ways, but turned 
aside after lucre, and took bribes and perverted 
judgment,*' the elders of Israel implored the 
prophet to ask the Almighty to give them a 
visible ruler. " We will have a King over us : 
that we also may be like all the nations, and 
that our King may judge us, and go out before 
us and fight our battles." By this request they 
distinctly incurred the displeasure of Almighty 
God. The Lord said unto Samuel, "They 
have not rejected thee, but they have rejected 
Me that I should not reign over them.*' And 
again, "Now, therefore, hearken unto their 
voice : howbeit yet protest solemnly unto them, 
and show them the manner of the King that 
shall reign over them.*' 

This the prophet did in the plainest and 
most emphatic terms. The words of the text 
form a portion of that solemn warning ; and, if 
the subsequent history of the Jewish nation be 
even but superficially traced, it will be found 
that many of the solemn and expressive 
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warnings of Samuel were sorely needed. The 
people who were often oppressed and ground 
down by cruel tjrranny and sharp injustice on 
the part of selfish kings, cried in vain to the 
Lord God of their fathers. 

A similar kind of desire on the f)art of our 
Christian ancestors— a longing for a false 
liberty and undue independence^ notoriously 
arose in our own country prior to the so-called 
^^ Reformation.^^ Such a longiag for inde- 
pendence, and a repudiation of authority, is the 
clearest token of man^s alienation from God. 
For in Him we live and move and have our 
being. The disastrous Wars of the Boses in 
various ways had abundantly cursed our land. 
Ruin had followed rapine, and punishment 
sin. Some Englishmen apparently had grown 
weary of their One Divine Teacher, and longed 
for an intellectual license and licentiousness 
from which the Church of God alone directly 
debarred them. Though these may have been 
but few, they were resolute, and perhaps mad 
in their random resolution. But madmen are 
sometimes strong, and always dangerous; so. 
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when they went to their work of destruction 
with a will, the evils they wrought were simply 
calamitous. Weak men offered only a slight re* 
sistance, for they themselves were beginning to 
doubt and disbelieve. The cynical scepticism 
of Erasmus, and the degrading Erastianism of 
Cranmer and his fellows, from two points of 
view, serve to show all too accurately the depth 
and true nature of the cancer in the body 
politic. It grew more deadly, it spread; it^ 
fibres stretched out hither and thither: so that 
corporate health was destroyed and spiritual 
life became uncertain. 

However not all swam with the tide, or held 
their tongues. The sacred trust which they 
had received was, of course, not theirs to 
barter away or bury, as they so truly affirmed ; 
it belonged to their Master and Lord, and was 
a trust for the servants of Christ in general. 
Some of authority and rank spake out plainly 
enough and suffered even to death for their 
boldness.^ As long as the World lasts, as 

* " Beware that you leap not out of Peter's ship to be 
drowned in the waves of all heresies, sects, schisms, and 
diyisions. * Take heed to yourself and to the whole flook 
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long as the names of Christian confessors and 
holy martyrs^ dear to the faithfdl^ are remem- 
bered before God at the altar^ so long will the 
names of Thomas More and John Fisher remain 
green and fresh in the hearts of all Catholics. 
May they soon by competent authority be 
formally numbered amongst the congregation 
of the Saints ! 

wherein the Holy Ghost hath placed you bishops to rule 
the Church of G-od ' was not said to kmgs but to bishops. 
We cannot grant this unto the king without renouncing 
our unity with the see of Eome. In doing this we should 
forsake the first four General Councils. We should 
thereby renounce all canonical and ecclesiastical laws of 
the Church of Christ. We renounce thereby the unity 
of the Christian world. The first General Council acknow- 
ledged the authority of Sylvester, Bishop of Eome, by 
sending their decrees to be ratified by him. The Council 
of Constantinople did acknowledge Pope Damasus to be 
their chief, by admitting him to give sentence against the 
heretics Macedonius and Sabellius. The Council of 
Ephesus admitted Pope Celestioie to be their chief judge 
by admitting his condemnation of the heretic Nestorius. 
The Council of Chalcedon admitted Pope Leo to be their 
chief head; and all General Councils of the world ad- 
mitted the Pope of Bome to be the Supreme Head of the 
Church. And now. Fathers, shall we acknowledge another 
head, or one head to be in England and another in Bome ? 
By this argument, Herod must have been the Head of the 
Church of the Jews j Nero must have been the Head of 
the Church of Christ. The King's Highness is not 
susceptible of this donation.'' — Speech of John Fisher, 
Lord Bishop of Bochester, to the i^athers of the Church 
of England, in Synod assembled. 
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Many in that age, remembering past events 
in history, were bold enough to prophesy 
what would surely happen if the rulers of the 
State instead of the Church should venture to 
handle things spiritual — drafting or repealing 
canons, issuing decrees, monitions, judgments.* 
The things of Caesar are, of course, for Caesar, 
but the things of God for God. If ye basely 
render up your spiritual trust, ye shall become 
the King^s servants. ^^ And ye shall cry out 
m that day because of your King which ye 
shall have chosen, and the Lord will not hear 
you.*^ 

And now, dealing with principles, to go a 

* As the late Dr. Cardwell so lucidly pointed out, " It 
was the constant maxim of Queen Elizabeth, derived not 
so much from the statute of supremacy, as from the 
inseparable rights and prerogatives of the Crown, that 
she might establish or repeal canons, and might ordain or 
abolish any religious rite or ceremony; and that in so 
doing she might call in the aid of her Council of a Com- 
mission of divines, of a Convocation, or of a Parliament, 
as she judged most expedient. In the case of the Articles, 
she considered their authority to rest upon her ratificsr 
tion of them, after they had been prepared by the Synod 
of the clergy for her examination and approval. This 
doctrine was adopted by Archbishops Whitgift and Ban- 
croft, and was sanctioned by solemn decisions from the 
highest legal authorities.** — Cardwell*s " Documentary 
Annals,** vol. ii. p. 172. . 
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step further. Though the Church of God 
knows nothing of the dogma of the Royal 
Supremacy, yet certain National Churches — 
our own amongst others, have accepted that 
doctrine in its integrity and completeness for 
the sake of their own convenience and well- 
being ; and, because in every local body which 
desires to experience the influence of law and 
order, though such a body be but human and 
temporary, there must be some clearly-defined 
Buler with power to govern. Otherwise the 
dangers of disorder, rebellion, disorganization 
and confusion would be constantly threatening 
and might end in actual moral chaos. This 
last appears at length to be so completely upon 
us of the Church of England because of our 
own sins and the sins of our forefathers, that 
if State bonds which at present happily bind us 
together were suddenly withdrawn, speedy and 
complete dissolution could alone be anticipated. 
To prepare for the future, therefore, we 
should never forget that in the Church of God, 
as we all know, and in the ancient Church of 
England, the final authority in all dogmatic 
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questions rested with the Church Uniyersal and 
its rulers^ and with none other. Appeals ran 
if necessary from the local court of the Arch- 
deacon to the diocesan court of the Bishop^ 
from that of the Diocesan Bishop to that of 
the provincial Archbishop, and then eventually 
to the Final Court of Appeal for all Catholics 
of the Chief Bishop of the Family of God. No 
appeals, for instance, were ever carried from 
Rome to Aries, or from Constantinople to 
Canterbury. Such courses would have been a 
complete reversal of all traditional order. All 
appeals were duly and regularly carried from 
the courts of inferior prelates to that of the 
acknowledged Primate of Christendom. 

However, when England was deliberately cut 
ofE from Visible Communion with the rest of 
the Christian Family, quite a new state of 
things was excogitated and set up. 

By a remarkable statute* passed in 1682 — 
the purport and force of which only a few 
apprehended — all appeals to any Universal 
Christian Courts in questions of Ecclesiastical 

• 24 Henry Vm., o. 12. 
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rights and privileges^ disputes as to wilis^ tithes 
or charges on Church lands^ were distinctly 
prohibited. 

In the following year a further step was 
taken — all appeals^ of every sort and kind^ 
including those relating both to doctrine and 
discipline^ being likewise absolutely forbidden. 
The final decision in any doctrinal questions 
was to be had only in a totally new and un- 
precedented court, which derived its authority 
not in any way from the Church Universal, but 
solely and simply from the British Crown.* 
The Provincial Courts of the Archbishops, 
with their ancient paraphernalia, were to be 
still subject to the decisions of a superior and 
Supreme Court. But this latter was now new, 
national, and, in the sight of Catholic Christen- 
dom, utterly null and void, without Spiritual 
authority. Delegates or Commissioners of the 
monarch, many of whom were laymen, thus 

* Of course such " deoisions '' neither satisfied anyone's 
conscience nor settled anything. Hence the constant 
mnltiplication of all sorts and kinds of Protestant sects, 
formed and set np by self-pleasers, and persons in whose 
mijxda ancient troths were either exaggerated or carica- 
tured. 
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became the final arbiters of doctrinal^ disci- 
plinary^ and all other Ecclesiastical disputes^ 
within this Realm of England ; and^ with the 
exception of the reign of Mary Tudor, have so 
remained final arbiters ever since. As need 
not and cannot be disputed, the British 
monarch is ^' the only and undoubted Supreme 
Head of the Church of England " — a dogmatic 
fact most intimately bearing on the life of the 
Establishment, and resting on the celebrated 
Elizabethan statute* passed in the fifth year 
of the reign of that unhappy woman, and still 
in full force. The monarch, therefore, can 
alone give jurisdiction ; he can issue monitions, 
decrees and judgments; he can suspend, im- 
prison, excommunicate, degrade and reinstate. 
All this has been continuously done in the 
monarches name and by the monarch's sole 
authority. Such work began by the instru- 
mentality of Thomas, Baron Cromwell : it is 

* 5 Elizabeth, o. 1. Vide also, 37 Henry VIII., o. 17. 
It should be specially noticed that in none of these 
"Beforming" statutes is there the slightest attempt 
made to encroach upon the rights and piiyileges of " the 
Ohurch of God." It was solely the local "Church of 
England " which was tinkered and tampered with. 
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now performed by a like monarchical autho- 
rity, through the instrumentality of James, 
Baron Penzance. 

All this has been again and again admitted 
on all hands. More than this; it has been 
boasted of as " the chief glory of our beloved 
Church/^ " the Palladium of our liberties/^ and 
" the comer-stone of our Constitution.'^ The 
principle is enshrined in the Prayer Book, the 
Thirty Nine Articles and the Canons both of 
1604 and those passed under Archbishop Laud 
in 1640. Those authors who have unambigu- 
ously written against it could be counted on 
the finger^ of a man's right hand. No Arch- 
bishop or Bishop of the Establishment has ever 
categorically denied it : no Convocatio cleri has 
ever dreamt of repudiating it. This Royal 
Supremacy is, in fact, the foundation-stone of 
the Established Church. 

For many generations it has been exercised 
by a two-fold method : 

First, as regards the appointment of prelates 
and dignitaries, the Sovereign himself person- 
ally has almost always nominated or designated 
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them without any check whatsoever.* Under 
King James I. persons favouring Arminian 
opinions were appointed: under his saintly son^ 
clergymen who looked up to Bishop Laud as 
their guide and model were elevated to pre- 
latial and decanal dignities. Charles 11.^ 
reasonably enough, sought out anti-Presbyterian 
and anti-Cromwellite persons to fill any vacant 
sees : Dutch William again favoured Erastians, 
secret revolutionists and time-serving traitors : 
while some of the Hanoverian monarchs, under 
conflicting claims, have been exceedingly ec- 
lectic in their choice. One common-place 
clergyman of humble birth was notoriously 
chosen a Bishop because his sister had been 
the King^s favourite mistress ; another refilled 
personage of a noble family is said to have been 



* The new " Reformation " law contained a special and 
most innovating provision, by which the concurrence of 
the metropolitan in the appointment of his snffragans 
was rendered perfectly nnnecessary. By this the monarch 
became absolute. For it had been distinctly enacted, 
by Statute 25 Henry YIII., c. 20, sect. 5, that the king 
should " signify the said election to one Archbishop and 
two other Bishops, or else to four Bishops within this 
realm," enjoining them "to confirm the said election, 
wid lo invest and consecrate the said person." 
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made Archbishop of Canterbury because he 
danced so elegantly and owned a pair of re- 
markably small feet and well-shaped calves. 
In the present day when, as a direct issue of 
the Reformation disorder, it is to be feared 
that the ordinary multitude has encroached on 
the rights of the Crown, the acknowledged 
representative of the General Public,* the 
Prime Minister for the time being, is under- 
stood to make our Establishmentarian Bishops. 
The mock-election, and blasphemous solemni- 
ties which Deans and Chapters, as a matter of 
useless formality, are expected, and are ap- 
parently prepared, to go through, are to the 
more thoughtful a living indication of our 
exceeding great spiritual degradation. 

* " The supreme authority for the Church of England has 
always been lodged in the State, and it is the Church it is, 
merely on account of that fact. Convocation may be 
destroyed, as it has frequently been suspended ; Bishops 
may be abolished, and the whole machinery of Church 
discipline may be changed, but as long as this organization 
remains under State control, it will continue to be the 
Church of England ; and it will cease to be that Church 
as soon as it is removed from that control, in fact the 
organization itself will cease to exist.*' — "Disestablish- 
ment," by George Harwood, M.A., p. 147. London: 
1876. 
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Then, secondly, the Royal Supremacy is 
exercised in its judicial bearing by law-lords 
and laymen, whose boasted ignorance is often 
startling and profound. The statements in 
recent judgments concerning the Mixed Cha- 
lice, the omission of the Prayer of Consecration 
in Edward VI/s second Prayer Book, and other 
worthless dicta, in accordance with Public 
Opinion, are enough to point out afresh the 
true depth of degradation which the Church 
of England has reached by having had the 
system in question imposed upon it. 

As many now see and believe, the Royal 
Supremacy, whether exercised by the Head of 
the State,* the Sovereign in person (as when 
Henry VIII. himself heard the charge against 

* " We may, then, define a State Church as a Church 
under the control of the State, and we may describe the 
Church of England, which is a State Church, as that part 
of the organization of the State whose duty it is to offer 
the appliances of religion [Whose ? Her Majesty's, Dr. 
Pusey's, or Mr. Bradlaugh's ?] to all, without forcing them 
upon any." — "Disestablishment,*' by G. Harwood, p. 149. 
London : 1876. Again : 

" A National Church is not a creature of the State, but 
is a creation of the People, governed by themselves 
through [Parliament] the same organization which they 
use in carrying out all their other wishes as a People.*' — 
Ihid., p. 381. 
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a blaspheming Arian), or by the Prime 
Minister^ lay judges, and the organs of Public 
Opinion (as it is now practically administered), 
is quite incompatible, both with the Catholic 
Faith and with any form of reasonable Chris- 
tian Liberty. The halter has, of course, been 
always worn round the neck, and, until it was 
drawn too tight by the fatuous policy of our 
present chief bishops, some people looked upon 
it as an impressive and reasonable ornament — 
a beautiful token of true spiritual freedom. 
But at length it seems not unlikely to be very 
generally removed and flung away. 

And here, lest my previous words should be 
at all misunderstood, or my position in any 
way mistaken (for the most complete confusion 
on the subject exists in the minds of so many), 
I make bold to say that I in no degree deny 
that the British Sovereign is undoubtedly the 
Supreme Head, the Chief Governess, and the 
sole Fountain of all jurisdiction within the 
English Establishment.* On the contrary, I 

* " Archbishops, Bishops, archdeacons, and other 
ecclesiaBtical persons, have no manner of jurisdicUon ecclc' 
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distinctly affirm that patent and obvious fact. 
All that I do deny — and this I deny most 
explicitly and emphatically — is that in the 
Church of God, the One Holy Catholic Apos- 
tolic Church of the Creed, the Monarch owns 
any authority, supremacy, or jurisdiction of 
any sort or kind.* If this open avowal be not 
dear and frank, I know not how to frame 
sentences which are clearer. And if it be not 
likewise in perfect and complete accordance 
with History, common-sense, and our own 
local formularies and national laws, I should be 
glad, if I am wrong, to be set right. 

Of course some persons, confusing " Our 
Church " with " The Church,'^ complain loudly 
of the burden they have to bear. They have 
come to see that the temporal ruler is some- 
times tenfold more exacting in demand than 

aiastical [i.e. neither ordinary, special, nor coercive] but 
by under and from your Eoyal Majesty.** — Statute 87, 
Henry VIII., 17. 

* The authority of a king is, of course, confined to the 
limits of his kingdom. Whereas the Church of Gtod 
belongs particularly to no kingdom or particular territory, 
while its decisions are everywhere accepted by Catholics 
wherever they may dwell. Hence the Boyal Supremacy 
oan be only local and particular, and not universal. 
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the spiritual^ and they fret under the toil and 
moil. Their young men and a multitude of 
their asses are put to the monarch's work. "Ye 
shall be his servants/' was the certain forecast 
of old. "We need that English clergymen 
have more of the moral policeman and less of 
the priest/' was the recent judgment given by 
one of the new guides of Public Opinion — a 
London editor; while the legitimate successor 
of Thomas Cromwell and the Duke of Somerset 
can neither get clerical disputants to plead 
before him nor to regard his determinations 
and decrees at all. 

With two reflections I conclude: — In the 
first place, it cannot be said to be altogether 
unreasonable that the lay-successors of those 
who, under the Tudors, made the Church of 
England should be fully determined to domi- 
nate it. If it is to remain specially privileged, 
the inconveniences which so many excellent 
and amiable people feel, must either be patiently 
endured, or else those exclusive privileges, 
whatever they may be (and certain of them 
have for some years been duly dwindling. 
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while others have become weighty burdens 
rather than beneficial gifts)^ must be ungrudg- 
ingly relinquished.* Those who need a purely 
spiritual ruler^ and prefer such to a temporal 
monarch or to Public Opinion, can, of course, 
have one; but the Church of England ap- 
parently does not at present want such, and 
therefore feels no necessity to seek that kind 
of authority. 

On the other hand, and at the same time, let 
it never be forgotten that the obvious tendency 
of events in the present day is to dissociate all 
legislation &om Christianity, to banish the 
Almighty from His Own creation — a wicked 
and mischievous policy — and, as a consequence, 

* " The separation of Church and State can only be 
brought about by the State determining to give up having 
anything to do with religion. Of course it can do this, 
just as it can determine to have nothing more to do with 
war, though whether it could long exist after such a 
decision is as doubtful in the one case as the other. The 
Staff of the War Office might hold together after such a 
change and take up some kindred business as purveying 
or ordnance-making ; but it would be as reasonable to 
continue to apply the term * War Office ' to such a private 
undertaking, as it is to talk of the Church remaining the 
Church after the control of the State has been taken 
away.** — " Disestablishment," by G. Harwood, pp. 147, 
148. 
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to sever all those bonds which ally the Church, 
or any local Communion, to the State. The 
ultimate and final consequence of this action, 
however much some may deplore it, must even- 
tually tend to destroy the Tudor dogma of the 
Royal Supremacy altogether. This doctrine, 
however, cannot, by the very nature of things, 
be of the essence even of local and national 
Churches — such, for instance, as the Scotch 
Episcopal Church, the Irish Protestant Church, 
the Protestant Church of the United States, 
the Reformed Episcopal Church, or the new 
Churches of Mexico, Bishop Reinkens, or 
South Africa — nor of any of the respectable 
but man-made religious communities which 
have been more recently set up : for some of 
those mentioned once owned such a supremacy, 
and afterwards rejected or repudiated it, with- 
out any apparent loss or inconvenience. While 
in England it appears to live rather under the 
new form of a " Supremacy of Public Opinion ^' 
than a supremacy purely royal and monarchial.* 

* This point is treated at length in an article on 
pp. 133-136 of " The Reunion Magazine." London : 1879. 
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Whether people weep over it or rejoice over 
it, or never give the subject a moment's con- 
sideration, it should be furthermore remembered 
that, if a local commimion be neither State- 
controlled, nor king-controlled, nor self-con- 
trolled, it may of necessity, if it is to exist at 
all, be led to acknowledge some true spiritual 
authority, as well to guide and govern it as to 
band its members together in one spiritual 
corporation. As it is, every baptized soul, 
even though it belongs to an Englishman, bears 
some real and actual relation to the Primate of 
Christendom.* The common link of natural 
birth may be strong ; but the common link of 
the supernatural new birth is stronger still, 
truer, and more lasting. The first relates to 
time, the second to eternity. And so I now end. 

If, my brethren, the consequence of these 
feeble words of mine be only to impress 
indelibly this one solitary fact on your memo- 
ries, hearts and consciences, my labours will 
not have been in vain in the Lord. Dis- 
tinguish clearly, therefore, that which is of 

* See Appendix to this Sermon. 
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the earth earthy from that which is inherently 
Divine. Learn to value only at their proper 
worth the mere human devices and man-con- 
ceived dogmas^ ever variable and varying, of 
poor and failing national organizations. But 
while you do this — noting that " Catholicism 
begins with Faith, but Protestantism ends with 
inquiry ^' — plant your feet firmly on the Rock 
of Divine Truth, around which storms may beat 
and winds may blow in vain. As they rage and 
swell, remember the promise of Our Divine 
Master and merciful Lord : " For Thou art 
Peter, and on this Rock I will build My 
Church, and the gates of Hell shall not 
prevail against it.'^ 



APPENDIX TO SERMON II. 



The following correspondence, taken from The 
Guardian newspaper, directly illustrates the 
spiritual relations existing between those who 
have been validly baptized, and are consequently 
members of the One Church of God : — 

EOME OB CaNTEBBUBY ? 

Sib, — Does the Eev. F. G. Lee, Vicar of All 
Saints', Lambeth, believe that he owes allegiance 
to Canterbury or to Eome ? He cannot acknow- 
ledge the claims of both, for to accept one is to 
deny the other. I see at a recent Eeunion 
Meeting he moved an amendment that union 
must be sought "under the Primate thereof" 
(meaning the Pope). 

If Our Saviour appointed St. Peter head of the 
Church, if St. Peter was Bishop of Some and St. 
Peter's Apostolic powers descended to Bishop 
Linus (during Peter's lifetime also !), if the Pope 
is canonically successor of Bishop Linus, then all 
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Christians should rush to Leo X \ ll. with a 
prayer for pardon for their previous schismatic 
state. 

If Peter was an Apostle, and Linus made 
Bishop of Rome by him with only a Bishop's 
powers, and hence Peter was not a Bishop of 
Bome (for there could not be two Bishops of one 
See), and if the present Pope is merely suc- 
cessor of Bishop Lmus (perhaps not that canoni- 
cally), then why should a Church of England 
clergyman play with Romanism ? Serious minds 
find plenty in the present sad state of religious 
controversy to worry them without having such 
absurdities recorded. I protest against such a 
course. Let Dr. Lee say if he acknowledges 
Dr. Tait as his superior, or Pecci? For nine 
years I have wasted life and energy by being 
unable to finally settle whether, as a convert 
to Some, I am right or wrong ; and many more 
have led equally unsettled lives — for example, 
the exemplary Waldo Sibthorpe ; we sometimes 
feel the force of objections less than at other 
times, but we do feel diflBculties. Dr. Lee, if he 
doubts Anglicanism, had better retire into private 
life, as so many of us have done, and not figure 
as a parochial clergyman, i£ he is unseHled, 
Under which flag. Dr. Lee ? 

Willis Peobyn Nbvins. 
Cheltenham. 
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The Ebtjnion Moybmeitt. 

Sib, — ^There is a looseness in Mr, Probyn 
Nevins's phraseology, combined with a dogma- 
tism in his assertions, which render replying 
to him difficult — ^that is, if one aims at brevity. 
But I make the attempt. 

Because, for example, a clergyman in the 
diocese of Grahamstown owns allegiance to Bishop 
Merriman, and after him in due order to Bishop 
Jones of Capetown, it does not follow that the 
latter is reprehensible, in his turn, for giving 
allegiance to Archbishop Tait, who interferes 
amicably enough in South Africa, Canada, and 
India. Thus the true and pure Papal principle 
has the authority of our present English Primate ; 
and, surely, what is right in practice for a pre- 
late cannot be wrong in theory for a parson. 

As to Bome and Canterbury, I reject the 
lawful claims of neither, and acknowledge the 
legitimate claims of both. By right of my 
Baptism I am a fellow-Christian of the Bishops 
of each, and, as far as I am aware, have been 
cut ofE from commimion by neither. No bap- 
tized person, in fact, can be cut off from the 
mystical Body of Christ, except by a lawful and 
canonical personal process. He must not only 
be duly charisfed with an offence — or " articled," 
as the English phrase stood — but be fairly heard 
in self-defence, and then finally dealt with by 
lawful authority. This to myself has not yet 
occurred. On no theory of jurisdiction can it be 
maintained that an Archbishop of Canterbury is 
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officially independent, and rightly owns no 
superior of any sort or kind in the Church Uni- 
versal. Such a notion is ridiculous. His Grace 
notoriously possesses no actual jurisdiction be- 
yond the defined but narrow limits of his province. 
Tork owns him not ; nor do Armagh, Dublin, or 
St. Andrew's. By some hole-and-corner arrange- 
ment—it is only an arrangement— some of the 
Colonial Bishops defer to his Grace personally. 
But that is all. They need not do so unless they 
choose. 

As I am personally challenged on this point, I 
hold, and have always held (mere rough contra- 
dictions have no effect on me) that the Pope is 
the Archbishop's direct spiritual superior both 
in rank and authority. Firstly (1), by right of 
Our Lord's commission to St. Peter, the first 
Pope (the tradition of St. Cyprian and St. 
Ambrose on this point sufficing for me) ; secondly 
(2), because, in accordance with such tradition, 
both East and West have always frankly given 
an undoubted primacy to the Holy See ; thirdly 
(3), because of the further fact that Pope St. 
Gregory, through St. Augustine, the Apostle of 
England, founded the English Church; and 
fourthly (4), because, notwithstanding Protestant 
and infidel falsifiers of history, for nearly a thou- 
sand years doctrinal and disciplinary appeals to 
Eome not only worked well, but preserved to the 
National Church actual and visible union with 
the rest of Western Christendom — a loss so many 
deplore, and a dark evil (blighting and blasting 
both home and foreign mission work) to be 
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practically remedied so soon as God may 
permit. 

Again, I do not doubt '' Anglicanism," because 
I have never at any time, either privately or 
officially, been called upon to believe in it. The 
local Church of England imposes on us as of 
Faith "the three Creeds," in which I most 
heartily believe. She likewise recommends to 
our notice a variety of opinions — some a little out 
of date, perhaps, on several historical, scholastic 
and ecclesiastical subjects — embodied in the 
Thirty-nine Articles. But as you well know. Sir, 
Creeds and statements of opinion are very 
different. In its present isolated position the 
]!Tational Church cannot even assist in further 
defining or explaining the Faith, because of its 
isolation. People who desire more must look 
beyond her borders, and labour for restored inter- 
communion. The Lambeth Encyclicals were but 
pious platitudes or statements of recognized 
truisms in Scriptural phraseology. 

As regards both Dissenters and English 
Churchmen, however, there are two crucial diffi- 
culties surrounding Corporate Eeunion — (1) one 
is the absence of any apparent desire for it, shown 
amongst Bitualistic ijiglicans by the tone and 
temper of some recent controversial works and 
pulpit utterances ; and, amongst Dissenters, by 
the violent words and indescribable noises (as I 
am told) of the Exeter meeting, as well as their 
public organs of opinion and their political policy 
of destruction ; (2) the other is conditional ordi- 
nation. This last goes at once to the very root 
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ai^d l^eart of the matter, qjid is by implication 
recommended in the Prayer-book direction con- 
cerning conditional Baptism ; for in this practice, 
of course3^ Confirmation, Orders and Unction 
follow Baptism. Without such conditional ordi- 
nation Corporate Eeunion on a Catholic basis can 
liever be effected either on the right hand or on 
the left. For myself, I can see nothing irregular 
or degrading in making security more secure. 
If a man has been already validly baptized, con- 
ditional Baptism is a mere form and perfect 
nullity. So too with Confirmation and Orders. 
In the case of Dissenters it is, of course, not they 
who doubt their own Baptisms and Orders, but 
Anglicans. And so with the latter likewise : it 
is not members of the Church of England who 
doubt the validity of their orders, but Latins and 
Orientals. These are facts ; and facts cannot be 
wisely ignored by anyone who pretends to a 
diplomatic spirit or to ecclesiastical statesman- 
ship. Not can any person in his senses maintain 
that, in Corporate Eeunion, only one side would 
gain. All would benefit largely ; the unestab- 
Ushed as well as the established, Eoman Catholics 
as well as members of the National Church. God 
speed the day ! 

Mr. Probyn Nevins is entirely mistaken if he 
thinks that I am not " serious," and I know not 
why he should question my sincerity. I pur- 
posely take no notice of his charge against what 
he calls my "absurdities." These personal 
points I duly avoid as being beside the great 
question, and only} likely to embitter sentiment 
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and do harm. He also seems to blame me for 
that he himself, having adopted the policy of 
individual secession, now ''feels difficulties." 
Offering me the rough horns of a dilemma, he 
advises me to " retire into private life," and " not 
figure as a parochial clergyman." I have not 
asked for such advice; he certainly had no caU 
to give it, and I unquestionably have no intention 
of taking it. My policy has been and is, not 
individual secession — which intensifies divisions 
and stirs up ill-feeling — but Corporate Eeunion. 
Men may smile and men may sneer, but the day 
will come when the wisdom of such a policy may 
be more generally and more generously recognized 
than is the case now. Let the critics say their 
say. Let the carpers carp. I can wait and I 
can work. 

Fbbdbbioe Geobgb Lbe. 

All Saints' Yioarage, Lambeth, 
Corpns Christi Day, 1880. 
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" Dominns dilayinTn inhabitare facit, et sedebit DominuB 
Bex iu SBtemnm. Dominns virtntem popnlo sno dabit : 
Dominns benedicet popnlo sno in pace." 

" The Lord sitteth above the waterflood : and the Lord 
remaineth a King for ever. The Lord shall give streng^ 
nnto His people : the Lord shall give His people the 
blessing of peace/' — Psalm xziz. 9, 10. 

Seldom in the History of Christendom has a 
parallel existed to the unhappy state of con- 
fusion, disorder, and disorganization, which all 
true patriots must deplore, now apparent within 
the Established Church. Being, as all admit, 
coterminous with the British nation — not now 
necessarily Christian — "Our Churches ^' position, 
laws, customs, and practices have, by public 
desire, necessarily become more and more 
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indefinite ; while the more indefinite a law is, 
the less influence it owns, and the harder it 
becomes to enforce its enactments. Hence, 
self-pleasing is rampant, obedience frequently 
unknown, authority scarcely existent, and con- 
fusion simply chaotic. Of course such a state 
of affairs is nothing less than alarming and 
disastrous, causing sorrow to all Christian 
people, and can only end in further confusion ; 
for Infidelity and Indifference, twin giants of 
evil, are, as a consequence, devastating the 
land far and wide. The shallow philosophy of 
sham philosophers amongst the upper and 
middle classes, and the godless education 
amongst the lower, are producing a silent 
revolution. The multitude is becoming non- 
Christian, and people^s children remain un- 
baptized. 

Were we not assured that nothing happens 
without God^s permission; and that, after all 
such trials as those referred to, there may still 
be some purpose of mercy in the Eternal mind 
for the Church and nation to which we belong, 
we might be apt to despair of the republic. 
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But such consoling words as those of the text 
— words which have fallen like balm on the 
hearts of many a wearied generation in sad 
times of the past — should bring some comfort 
and consolation to ourselves. ''The Lord 
sitteth above the water-flood, and the Lord 
remaineth a King for ever. The Lord shall 
give strength unto His people : the Lord 
shall give His people the blessing of Peace.'* 

In any given period of moral confusion and 
chaos, the first duty which lies upon all who 
suffer because of such, is to frankly and fear- 
lessly acknowledge the evil, and then patiently 
and discreetly seek for a suitable remedy. 
Those who wilfully shut their eyes to the true 
state of affairs, and for the sake of popularity, 
or because of personal indolence, still idly 
prate of peace when there is no peace, and of 
progress when the progress is only crab-like, 
are our Nation's greatest enemies. Prom such 
weak creatures and effeminate babblers nothing 
worth having can ever be anticipated. 

Now, the Unity of the Church of God, the 
first of its Divine marks, must, of course, be 
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practical as well as theoretical. It must own 
a power enabling it to speak with authority 
whenever occasion for so doing may arise. 
No Catholic would deny either that there is 
abundant evidence in Holy Scripture that 
some kind of Primacy was bestowed by Our 
Blessed Saviour on St. Peter, or that such a 
Primacy wais duly exercised both by St. Vetef 
and his successors. These patent but unpopulair 
truths lie on the very surface of ecclesiastical 
history, and are only denied by Protestants 
and unbelievers, or obscured by mere profes- 
sional controversialists. In the realm of 
England^ of course, the Bishop of Rome has 
no authority. In the Church of England, 
likewise, the Bishop of Rome has no authority. 
But in the Church of God, a universal 
spiritual body, all, of course, belongs to St. 
Peter's successor, which was originally given 
to St. Peter by Our Lord. Whatever the 
Divine donation was originally, man did not 
bestow it, and man cannot take it aWay. 
Moreover, the government of the Catholic 
Church by Bishops, Primates, Metropolitans, 
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and Patriarchs, with One Visible Head^ is so 
exactly of that practical nature, that no wholly 
independent and isolated religious body can 
possibly participate either in its government 
Tr in L blessLg of being rightly governed, 
80 long as it remains independent. When any 
Christians are isolated, the dangers and evils 
of isolation must of sheer necessity constantly 
appear. When these dangers are duly appre- 
hended, continued corporate isolation, with no 
endeavours to promote peace, becomes a dis- 
tinct sin against Unity. St. Cyprian, in the 
third section of his seventieth Epistle, de- 
clared: "There is One Church, which was 
founded by Christ Our Lord upon Peter, on 
the principle and by the law of Unity .^^* That 
Church is not local and peculiar, like the 
Jewish Church, but world-wide and universal 
— One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic. The 
Visible Head of that One Christian Family, as 
Christendom has universally allowed, is the 
Bishop of the See of St. Peter. Unlike all other 
Bishops, he has no superior either in rank or 

• " Op«ra Sti. Oypriani," Bpist. Ixx. 3. 
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jurisdiction. Now, when any part of a family, 
by misunderstanding and perverseness, becomes 
disobedient to, or out of harmony with, its 
Visible Head, weakness and confusion as re- 
gards its oneness are certain to supervene. 

I need not stay to point out that such 
weakness and confusion are a portion of the 
" Reformation ^'-heritage;* and that they are 
producing that extreme state of Chaos, which 
all deplore, but for which so few have any 
reasonable or practical remedy. 

The Oxford movement, as all Catholics admit, 
was a direct and vigorous effort to throw out 
of the body of the Nation the deadly virtis of 
heresy and schism. We know too well — ^for 
the events of the years between 1829 and the 
present are now matters of history — how 
heartily and generally that attempt was 
steadily opposed. When Hurrell Froude too 
accurately depicted the true character of the 

* One of the Bitnalistic prints, see-sawing as nsnal, is 
still in a fog, judging by the following :«— " Apart from 
the agents by which they were effected, and the manner 
of effecting them, the changes legally made at the Reforma- 
tion were not only justifiable but salutary,** — '* Church 
Times," p. 127, Feb. 25, 1881. 
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'^Reformers/* their Oxford admirers put up 
ornate images and a cross to their memory. 
At the same time the British Public, the 
Bishops, and the Protestant controversialists 
were all of one mind in their thorough dislike 
of the doctrinal innovations, and in their stem 
determination, under public patronage, to put 
down the innovators. But they have not yet 
exactly succeeded, and they are not now very 
likely to succeed. These people at Oxford 
and Cambridge— the allies of Mr. Newman 
and Dr. Mill — were scolded in bitter leading 
articles, rated soundly in episcopal charges, 
condemned at public meetings, and found 
their names cast out as evil. But this was all. 
The strongest words, as we learn by experience, 
break no bones ; and liberty, of course, cannot 
be made altogether one-sided. During every 
decade the movement has, in a certain sense, 
unquestionably reached a higher platform. 
When one point has been duly gained, another 
at once has been aimed at. Slowly but surely 
steps forward and onward have been taken. 
The kernel of the nut, the crown and perfec- 
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tion of the work, is, of course. Corporate 
Beunion. 

We are not yet out of the wood, however. 
Ominous clouds are threatening. Much 
heretical and schismatical virus still remains. 
Ever since so many of the leaders of that 
movement, persecuted and cast out by the 
sham Liberals, left the Establishment, the 
movement has become partially destructive, 
and is growing more so. At Oxford, nearly 
forty years ago, this ^* Liberal " party distinctly 
gained the upper hand, and has ever since 
retained it. "I found no fault with the 
Liberals ; they had beaten me in a fair field,'' 
wrote Cardinal Newman.* No one now — as 
one consequence of that victory — ^ventures to 
maintain that the Church of England solely, 
absolutely, and actually teaches the Catholic 
Faith. All that the most ^^ advanced '' con- 
tend for is a liberty to teach something like 
it ; and not to teach even that exclusively ; but 
merely to be permitted to occupy a recognized 

• "History of My Beligions Opinions," by Cardinal 
Newman, p. 24. London : 1866. 
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and tolerated position within the Establish- 
ment, ^^in conjunction/' as they phrase it, 
^* with our beloved brethren of other ^ Schools 
of Thought/ '^ Now, however, so great is the 
change since those days that the modem 
'^ Ritualists,^' as well as some more influential 
persons,* are at length driven by the force of 
circumstances to plead merely for toleration, 
to sue humbly for unchecked license. They 
do not venture to maintain that the English 
Establishment even theoretically teaches what 



• See the Eev. W. J. E. Bennett's " Plea for Tolera- 
tion " (London : Hayes), and note the following from the 
pen of the Rev. Dr. Fusey, taken from a letter to the 
" Times*' :— " What the Qean of St. Paul's asks for is 
simply that toleration which is accorded to every one else. 
The toleration granted to the Broad Church is so large 
that it has publicly been said to be an anachi*onism when 
a clergymen parted from the Church of England because 
he disbelieved the Incarnation and Resurrection of onr 
Lord. The Low Church pain many communicants by the 
administration of the Holy Communion to ' railfuls ; ' but 
this requires the alteration of the words with which it is 
given, not of a rubric only. The Ritualists do not ask 
to interfere with the devotions of others — only to be 
allowed, in their worship of God, to use a Ritual which a 
few years ago no one disputed, and that only when their 
coQgfregations wish it. Of the judgment which forbade 
it, the Lord Chief Baron Kelly said that it was ' a judg- 
ment of policy, not of law.* Your obedient servant, 
E. B. Pusey. Christ Church, Oxford, January 12, 1881.** 
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they now feel to be true, either as regards the 
Eucharist^ Confession, or the other Sacraments. 
All that they ask, consequently, is toleration — 
full liberty as public ofiBcers to contradict by 
word and deed the cloudy or erroneous teachings 
of the '' two other ' Schools of Thought ' in our 
own tolerant and most comprehensive Church;'* 
just as the adherents of those two " Schools of 
Thought '' passionately contradict them. 

As a consequence these sham Liberals are now 
everywhere practically dominant.* They have 



•This " School of Thought " is evidently both develop- 
ing and descending an inclined plane very rapidly. One 
of its members is reported to have written " An Apology 
for Grod, addressed to the Working Glasses " — the title of 
which is simply blasphemons. Another is reported to 
have sent the following telegram to Bradlangh (who 
regards Christianity as a cnrse), when he was confined in 
the Clock Tower : " Accept my congratulations in the 
Name of Jesus Christ the Emancipator, whom your 
opponents blaspheme." Another, recently lecturing at 
Sion College on " Freedom of Thought," asked " how we 
could honestly continue to use the formularies, and 
pointed out that in all transition periods the old forms 
and the new statements had to come to terms. Broad 
Church, High Church, Low Church honour must be equally 
vindicated by open reservations befoi'e ordination to the 
Bishop, and afterwards to each congregation. The 'I 
believe ' placed before formularies in part obsolete would 
be no more burdensome than the * Thus saith the -Lord ' 
of the Old Testament — a term, used to cover many a 
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completely destroyed the Christian character 
of our ancient Public, Grammar, and Ele- 
mentary Schools. God Almighty's Name, and 
the doctrines of His Divine Son are in each 
and all absolutely and altogether abolished. In 
the Universities the Christian Faith is being 
completely suppressed; while the Christian 
law of marriage is being deliberately weakened. 
Of course they receive checks in their progress 
now and then, as in their determined and 
resolute endeavour to get rid of the Athanasian 
Creed. But they are the only party of which 
the Nation in its corporate capacity approves, 
and the members of which are consequently 
made high state officers in the Established 
Church in order to carry out the will of the 
Nation in the work of that valued institution. 

Its opponents constantly maintain that it 
has no authoritative dogmatic teaching, that 
it has no objection to communicate with 
heretics, that its only voice is the voice of the 

barbaronB and slipshod detail of a generally inspired and 
prophetic ministry.** Even this " School of Thought " 
obtains a recognized place in the comprehensiye borders 
of " Our Ohnroh." 
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Privy Council, and that, moreover, it is power- 
less either to unite men together or to obtain 
their obedience ; and, furthermore, that during 
the past fifty years so-called ^' modern pro- 
gress '' is leading the Nation through indifier- 
ence to Atheism.* With existing and undeni- 
able facts before us, what can we honestly and 
truthfully say in reply to such assertions ? For 
is it not perfectly true — would it were not ! — 
that members of the Church of England — that 



* The following weighty words, from the pen of a dis- 
ting^shed Cambridge man, the Bev. K. fielaney, M.A., 
tell their own story : — " It is only necessary to recall what 
England was fifty years ago, and to compare it with what 
she is now, to see that she is every year being carried 
further from God. Then Christianity had its connection 
with legislation, with marriage, with education, with law, 
with medicine, with commerce, with diplomacy ; in 
short, with everything. No such connection now exists. 
The State has swept it away, dealing with it as a cobweb. 
VHiat makes it worse, it is called by the name of progress, 
* Modem Progress ! ' Only in one sense is it so : it is 
the progress of a plague, or of a fire, or of a famine, 
or of them all together, of which London had an 
instance in 1666, reducing it to the verge of ruin. It is 
the progress of a nation that once rejoiced in the blessed 
possession of Christ's kingdom, rushing out of light into 
darkness, apparently as unconscious as a man in a railway 
carriage is of its speed or direction. It is infidelity and 
practical atheism, in open day and without difiguisO) 
dragging Society into an abyss." — " Marriag^." London t 
Bums and Oates, 1881. 
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is, all Englishmen — may believe what they 
please and deny what they please ? Certainty 
they cannot have. The Holy Scriptures, for 
example, may be inspired, or they may not. 
Baptism may convey grace, or it may not. The 
Eucharist may be regarded as a true sacrifice, 
or no sacrifice at all. The eternal punishment 
of the wicked may be accepted or rejected. 
The Apostolical succession and the priesthood 
may be either fundamental doctrines or medi- 
seval superstitions. 

Even if the words and works of its appointed 
rulers be considered, it will be found, alas ! 
that one exalted prelate may openly deny the 
truths of the Athanasian Creed, and there is 
none to rebuke him ;* another may advocate 
divorce ; a third may claim full liberty for a 
man to marry his deceased wife's sister, and 
obtain the Primate's sanction to giving such 
persons Communion; a fourth may even 



* " We (the Archbishop and Bishops) do not — there is 
not a Boul in this room who does — take the conclnding 
olanses of the Athanasian Creed in their plain and literal 
sense." — Speech of Archbishop Tait in Convocation. 
** Guardian/' February 14, 1872. 



70 OBDEB OUT OF CHAOS. [SEBM. 

assist in giving the Bread and Wine in the 
Lord's Supper to an Unitarian preacher; a 
fifth may openly and directly maintain that 
there is no Christian priesthood^ and that such 
an idea comes distinctly from the Devil him- 
self;* a sixth may be solemnly condemned by 
Convocation for having projected and edited an 
heretical volume^ and yet become a bishop ; a 
seventh may maintain unrebuked that episco- 
pacy is no divine institution at all ; and so on ; 
while another may receive back again into the 
Established Church a distinguished author who 
declines to believe the Catholic doctrine of the 
Trinity as affirmed and set forth in the Nicene 
Creed. Again^ if you should ask another of the 
Bishopsf some direct and definite question 

* See Appendix to this Sermon. 

t The Bishop of Exeter (Temple) » haying been asked by 
a foreigner as to whether he could authoritatively declare 
if the apostolic succession were a doctine of the Establish- 
ment or not, replied : " The Church of England desires to 
include within her pale both those who hold the doctrine 
of the apostolic succession and those who do not. To 
meet the need of the latter she nowhere requires any of 
her members or ministers to hold that doctrine. To meet 
the need of the former she provides that all her ministers 
shall possess that succession as a fact.*' — ^^'Ghnrch 
Review," p. 8, January 1, 1876. 
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concerning the truth and reality of the Apos- 
toMcal succession — surely a fundamental dog- 
matic fact of momentous importance — you 
may receive either some juggling and enigmatic 
answer^ or none at all. 

If all this be not moral Chaos^ I know not 
what is. 

At the same time, there are not a few, who, 
in reference to "Our Church's'' difficulties, 
would boldly cut the tangled knot by a pro- 
posal for disestablishment and disendowment. 
But surely such a crude and random remedy 
might prove as drastic and impolitic in itself, 
as its issues might turn out to be disastrous, 
ruinous, and fatal. Such a policy is far too 
much like that recorded of a maniac, who 
deliberately proposed as a cure to cut off his 
fellow's head to alleviate the tooth-ache. 

It is, of course, an undoubted blessing for a 
Nation to have come under the direct and 
blessed sway of the Church of God ; on the 
other hand, as many frankly admit, it is a very 
doubtful advantage when a section of that 
nation foolishly begins to ^^ reform " a divine 
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corporation^ which by its very nature is irre- 
formable ; and sets up in its place an institution 
of its own, not in any way universal but merely 
local or national, and practically governed, not 
by Catholic Canons and Bishops, but by mere 
Parliamentary statutes and law-lords.* 

Where a National Church imposes a large 
and most important portion of the Catholic 
Faith, its orders and injunctions may not only 
be followed without sin, but they may, of 
course, be obeyed with profit. Where, how- 
ever, over and above this, it endeavours to 
force upon men's consciences a series of propo- 
sitions concerning history, theology, morals, 
and politics, which may or may not be true, it 
unquestionably exceeds its own ordinary powers, 
and does not compass its purpose. For it has 
no inherent authority to do anything of the 
sort. Its statements regarding history may 

* In the present Ohnrch of England there is of conrse 
no oonrt of any sort or kind in which the Catholic canons 
are, or can be, recognized. Parliamentary ur statute law 
is alone that on which the only existing "Chnroh Court" 
— ^Lord Penzance's — is founded, and by which alone its 
monitions, determinations, and judgments are given. The 
flame is the case with the present Final Court of Appeal — 
the House of Lords. 
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obviously be open to question or may be 
glaringly inaccurate ; its '^ theology '^ is almost 
sure to be wrong ; its morals may or may not 
be sound ;^ and its politics, based rather on 
expediency than principle, must of necessity 
be ever changing.. The Creeds, for example, 
are not accepted solely because they may be 
proved by Scripture; but because, as all 
Catholics maintain, they embody the Divinely- 
revealed Truth of the Church of God. 

r 

While, to probe fearlessly the cause of most 
of the evils referred to, the crucial lack of 
authority, the obvious want of intercommunion 
with the rest of the Christian Family, and the 
repudiation of those inherent rights of the See 
of St. Peter, which the whole of Catholic 
Christendom acknowledges ; followed as a con- 
sequence by isolation, divisions, and weakness, 
have all combinedly assisted in the production 
of the state of disorder and Chaos over which 
we mourn. 

* To have sanctioned diyoroe, and the so-called '' re- 
marriage of divorcfed persons/' to have abolished God from 
education, to have taken away the churchyards from the 
National Church, and to have de-Ohristianized Parliament, 
were all grossly wicked and immoral acts. 
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Why, let it here be asked^ should a charge 
of conscious dishonesty be made against Re- 
unionists^ when all that is done is to acknow- 
ledge the truths of history and the force of 
facts? There can be no possible doubt that 
our miserable divisions have directly arisen 
from the scandalous and disastrous schism 
which, mainly for political purposes, was so 
cruelly effected under the Tudors. Since that 
period division has succeeded division in our 
beloved country ; and, though some well-meant 
endeavours have been made to secure a truce, 
nothing practically has been done ; while at 
length the isolation of the national dbmmunion 
is creating a dangerous individualism. 

One practical want, which presses heavily, 
as certain persons maintain, is some coherent 
Voice for the Established Church, in order that 
it may formulate its own various needs, and 
ask from Authority, that is, from the Nation, 
for that freedom of speech and action and 
power of legislation which it does not now 
possess. 

Even supposing, however, that some moral 
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or mechanical machinery could be devised by 
which its voice could be heard^ of what value, 
after all said and done^ would such a voice be 
in the present isolated condition of the body 
for whom it presumed to speak ? Whose con- 
science would such a voice direct ? Whose will 
would it dominate? Whose interior assent 
and adherence would it be at all likely to 
secure ? 

For when was it ever given to mere national 
Churches to speak on behalf of the One Church 
Universal? — ^for that is what is wanted — ^the 
Voice of the Church of God. When, further- 
more, was it ever conceived that the con- 
sciences of the baptized could be influenced 
either by mere platitudes or by the designedly 
ambiguous phrases of a gathering of local 
bishops? Never. Who, again, possessed of 
any Christian authority, teaches us that law- 
yers and laymen can define and decree in the 
Name of God? No one. It is only those 
who, conscious of owning no spiritual authority 
themselves, believe it to be wise and politic to 
sue at the feet of lawyers and laymen for some 
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other kind of authority in order to preserve a 
mere semblance of order amongst those whom 
they are unable to govern. 

Again^ the anxious endeavour to secure a 
Court of Pinal Appeal for the local and limited 
Church of England^ which would at once settle 
doctrinal disputes and satisfy distressed con- 
sciences^ is founded only on the mere desire of 
some sentimental dreamers. The attainment 
of such an object ex necessitate rei is simply 
and purely a moral impossibility. No court 
confined in its limited jurisdiction to " Our 
Church*^ could finally settle any doctrinal 
question at all ; for it does not belong to a 
local Church to determine anything of the 
sort. So that, if the attempt were made, it 
must fail. Whether presumably " settled '^ or 
not, it would still remain unsettled. 

Since the Tudor changes, while nothing has 
been finally settled, everything has been fre- 
quently disturbed. Disturbances, in fact, are 
even now constant, while a sad and solemn 
crisis turns up almost every year. There have 
been fresh changes, in truth, again and again 
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made. For example^ in three hundred and 
thirty years the Prayer-book has been altered 
at least half-a-dozen times ; while^ by the last 
judgment in the Gorham ease the elementary 
Christian doctrine of ^'One Baptism for the 
Remission of Sitis/^ was to all intents and 
purposes eliminated of all its meaning:* so 
that no one can now say even what '^ Our 
Church*' teaches regarding Holy Baptism. 
Here, then, is dogmatic chaos at the Church 
door. License to doubt and disbelieve still 
further can be had, and is granted, most freely ; 
but ^^ authority to settle once for all doctrinal 
diversities *' does not and cannot exist. As 
well might the Peers and Members of Parlia- 
ment of Lancashire, Cheshire, and Cumberland 
presume of themselves to legislate, apart from 
their fellows, for Great Britain and Ireland ; 
or a County-court judge usurp the exclusive 
functions of the Lord High Chancellor. Eng- 

* '^ Englishmen generally were amazed to find, in spite 
of the apparently strong language of the Common Prayer- 
book) and the authority of a long tradition, that the formu- 
laries of the English Church permit both the denial and 
the assertion of regeneration in Baptism." — William 
Maskell, M.A. 
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Ush Churchmen^ at lengthy apparently need 
that which can alone be had from the One 
Chufch Universal.* Weary of national isola- 
tion, and the acknowledged failure of the 
national religion, some now wisely begin to 
stretch out their hands for something better 
and more satisfying; to lament over their 
practical and spiritual losses and to pray for 
Unity and Peace. May God of His goodness 
and mercy soon hear them and answer their 
prayers ! 

The only remedy for the evils in question is, 
of course, a return to those relations with the 
rest of Christendom which for nine centuries 
the ancient English Church held, and under 
which she so markedly flourished. If the 
bishops of the established communion reason- 

* " The Establishment is not the Church. It is a Babel 
of mingled orthodoxy and heresy, which, but for the bond 
of endowment — so void is it of discipline, so permeated 
by false doctrine — would be dissolved into haJf a dozen 
conflicting sects to-morrow. Before we talk of Church 
courts and Church Bishops, let us define what the Church 
is. The first note ia the Nicene Creed is that she is one. 
The Church is in the Establishment, which possesses the 
apostolical succession and the grace of orders. But the 
Establishment is not the Church.**— " Church Beview," 
p. 76, February 18, 1881. 
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ably enough complain of the disobedience of 
those under them^ those under them mighty 
not inaptly, retort by the timely and needful 
advice — ^^ Physicians, heal yourselves/' At 
present each prelate notoriously does what he 
pleases. Unless the Archbishop of Canterbury 
has no spiritual superior in the world. His 
Grace is certainly bound to obey somebody. 
Amenable, however, to no spiritual authority 
himself, he secures the enactment of fresh aud 
stringent laws, from the operation of which he 
and his fellows have carefully excluded them- 
selves."'*' No wonder, therefore, that, with 
numbers fretting under such a system, disobe- 
dience exists and that dangers thicken. 

The great majority of people, it is to be 
feared, do not admit that separation from the 
rest of Christendom is an evil at all; or that 
the absence of any spiritual authority is a loss. 
Should the State proceed to strip the National 
Church, and send it forth a wanderer in the 
wilderness — of which the tokens are certainly 

* E.g. in the Pablic WorBhip Begulation Act and the 
DilapidationB Act. 
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not decreasing — it may be reasonably enough 
doubted^ judging by the malignant bitterness 
of certain controversialists^ whether any greater 
unity or any increased Catholicity would 
directly follow. Though the Royal Supremacy 
might have been thus got rid of^ the vagueness 
of the popular Will would eventually be more 
than ever experienced^ and become more di- 
rectly potent in all the three sections into 
which the Establishment would possibly split. 
Solemn questions might then be settled by 
counting lay-hands or reckoning up voting- 
papers. Authority of any real value would still 
be disregarded. Numbers would rule, while 
divisions would be augmented. 

How true it is, therefore, as we thus see, 
that a Nation drags down its own Church to its 
own level. A mere local Church, consequently, 
can make little or no stand against the aggres- 
sions of false Liberalism and Unbelief. Its 
rulers are all at sixes and sevens. They them- 
selves obey no one, for the simple reason that 
they have no one to obey. They strive, of 
course, with reasonable anxiety to find out the 
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mind and sentiments of the British Public; 
but, as the British Public often utters its 
sentiments and changes its mind, the rulers in 
question, in order to be in harmony with Public 
Opinion, are themselves compelled of necessity 
to be ever changing. Reform, as a consequence, 
has no finality, and, in the present state of 
things, Chaos apparently has no termination. 

But the most shocking fact of all, and a 
direct result of our miserable divisions, 
is that both in city and country very large 
and important masses of the people are even 
now simply reverting to Paganism. In certain 
parts the Churches are practically empty,* and 

* At a recent public meeting in the diocese of London, 
the Rev. L. E. Shelford, vicar of St. Matthew's, Upper 
Clapton, said that ^ in the East-end there was no lack of 
churches, but there was a startling lack of people within 
them. In parishes counting from five thousand to seven- 
teen thousand souls you might find an average attendance 
upon the Sunday morning of from forty to one hundred 
only. On one occasion an incumbent on the Sunday when 
he had to read himself in, had to go round the parish and 
procure signatures to the necessary papers in connection 
with his presentation, because when he went to the 
church he did not find a single male person present ! Of 
sixty thousand people, some years since, domiciled in seven 
East-end parishes, there were fifty-seven thousand who 
could nob be traced as having entered a church at all ! " — 
" Guardian," February 16, 1881. 
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the people altogether careless as regards reli- 
gion. The number of baptisms is alarmingly 
on the decrease ; while the conflicts and con- 
tentions df the sects tend directly to confirm a 
stolid indifference. 

The final division likely to take place^ and 
in a somewhat nearer future^ perhaps^ than 
some of us anticipate, will obviously be a 
division marking off Catholics from Atheists. 
The lines of demarcation will then be clear, 
sharp, and definite. Each one, therefore, must 
be prepared for such a division, and to take 
his side. The popularity of a false liberty is 
evidently hastening on some grave catastrophe. 
Those who, like the potent soothsayer of old, 
in order to terrify his pupils, called up a 
spiritual monster, now affrighted find that this 
monster of a sham-Liberalism cannot be laid 
to rest. But, to drop the simile. Politics, as 
we know, have been liberated from the infiu- 
ence of religion and morality ; Education from 
all ideas concerning God, judgment, and 
Eternity. Trade has been too largely liberated 
from the effete obligations of honesty and fair- 
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dealing. Chaxity, now quite unfashionable, 
has given place to mere philanthropy. Beli- 
gion has been liberated from all Divine bonds, 
and each one of us has been liberated from the 
practice of all principle and from the necessity 
of believing any Creed. We are weak because 
of our divisions ; we are utterly wanting because 
of our misbelief. 

Thus, this kind of Religion, in its chameleon- 
like colours, instead of binding families and 
nations together, divides them; instead of bring- 
ing comfort and producing peace, as did Religion 
of old, it creates dissension and intensifies 
difficulties. Many competent judges believe 
that the vast and alarming increase of lunacy 
may be directly traced to the numerous irre- 
ligious divisions with which we are cursed. The 
obvious inter-dependence of man on his fellow 
is a fact both of natural religioii and ordinary 
experience, as well as of Christianity: an 
indirect antithesis, mark you ! of the modem 
popular falsehood that man is and should be 
wholly independent. 

O my brethren ! pray earnestly, therefore, 
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and constantly^ for the restoration of peace. 
Tom away your ears from the confusing and 
worthless jargon of mere professional c^ntro- 
versialists. Their method is often rationalistic ; 
the poison of asps is ever under their lips. 
The lucre which their lies have merited will 
perish with them. Where the will of those 
seeking peace is good and true^ loyal and rights 
the Almighty will raise up instruments of His 
Own to declare the method and point out the 
way. Ood alone can turn the hearts of the 
children to their Fathers. Ood alone can pro- 
duce Order out of Chaos. But, where saddened 
man is powerless and human plans are weak, 
and bright and lofty hopes are often dashed 
with darkness and disappointment. He, the 
Thrice- Holy, He, the Immortal, is strong. 

The waterfloods, as we see, are wild and 
outspread; the wills of men are still crooked 
and perverted : but the Lord God Almighty is 
the Oreat King of the whole earth. To those 
who put their trust in Him rather than in any 
child of man. He shall impart strength ; and 
finally, in His great mercy and abounding 
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loving-kindness^ bringing Order out of Chaos^ 
He shall give His People the blessing of Unity 
and Peace. 
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THE PEOTESTANT BISHOP OF 
LIVEEPOOL. 

The following correspondence between the Eev. 
Dr. Lee and Mr. Duport Kingsford, which was 
forwarded to Public Opinion for publication, will 
be read with interest : — 

Lbttbb I. 
Mb. Dxtpobt Kingsfobd to Eey. Db. Lbb. 

Eev. Sib, — I appeal to you by the advice of a 
clergyman, as you appear to have specially studied 
the subject of Ordination.* 

I have a young friend who is about to seek to 
enter the church as a deacon, and afterwards as a 

* " The Validity of the Holy Orders of the Church of 
England Maintained," &o. London : Hayes. 
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priest ; and at the bands of Dr. Eyle, Bishop of 
Liverpool. 

I must tell you that I was brought up amongst 
Protestants [Baptists], but have been led by 
Gk)d's Holy Spirit to see the error of my ways ; 
and I now believe in " the Catholic Church," as 
the Creed has it, and have renounced Protestantism 
altogether ; that system being, as I now see, only 
Infidelity half-developed — ^Unbelief in a chrysalis- 
like state. 

Dr. Eyle's publications in general, and some of 
his statements in particular, now appearing to me 
so false and misleading, and my young friend 
bemg, through circumstances, compelled to go 
to that bishop, I want you to assure me that 
Dr. Eyle's avowed disbelief in the priesthood will 
not be any hindrance to my young friend in 
receiving it (should he present himself), at what 
they now call the " pro-Cathedral of Liverpool." 

There is one other point, too. A G-reek mer- 
chant, a friend of mine in Manchester, assures 
me that, "in all the Holy Eastern 'Church, no 
gentlemen who has had three wives could become 
a bishop. He would be absolutely disqualified. 
(See 1 Tim. iii. 2.)" In the Catholic Church the 
same law is in force. A man who had enjoyed 
the privilege of three wives would not even be 
made a subdeacon. I have this on authority. 

Please, therefore, after studying the enclosed, 
duly marked, give me your opinion as to whether 
Dr. Eyle is a Catholic bishop, and whether he can 
make a true priest. I am very much troubled 
in mind by our present evil state, and so is my 
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young friend, and I beg you in charity, as a true 
lover of unity, and a Catholic Churchman, to 
afford me your learned help. 

I am, dear Sir, with the highest respect, your 
grateful and obedient servant, 

C. DUPOBT KlNGSFOSD. 

Liverpool, Angnst 10, 1880. 



Letteb U. 
Fbom Db. Lee to Mb. Dupobt Kingsfobd. 

All Saints' Vicarage, Lambeth. 

Deab Sib, — I proceed to answer your letter 
with pleasure. But I must be brief, for I am 
engrossed with work of all kinds. Pardon my 
brevity, therefore. First, let me express my hearty 
sympathy with the young candidate for ordina- 
tion, for whose mental troubles I feel sincerely ; 
and, secondly, let me thank you for your kind 
but undeserved words regarding myself. I re- 
turn Dr. Eyle's tracts and treatises. As a duty 
I have read them, but with weariness, pain and 
nausea, for they obviously treat of a different 
religion to that in which I believe, and to which 
I belong. 

The speech by that prelate, from the Record of 
May 6 of the present year, is of course entirely 
in harmony with the statements on the priesthood 
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to wliicli you have called my special attention. 
It is founded on the conception that the pre- 
sent English Church was first made and consti- 
tuted in the sixteenth century — when ministers 
were introduced instead of priests— «.nd I am 
free to confess that there is not a little to be 
urged in favour of the new bishop's opinion. 
Note specially his lordship's words : — 

'' I thank G-od that the [Church Missionary] 
Society for which I plead to-day has always, 
throughout its whole career, been a Protestant 
and Evangelical society ; and believing, as I do, 
that those principles are not the principles of a 
party, but the principles of the Church of 
England, the principles of which our excellent 
Reformers, Cranmer and Eidley, and Latimer 
and Jewell, laid the foundations of our Church 
three hundred years ago, cementing those founda- 
tions with their blood — ^I say I am not ashamed 
to support a Society which is a downright 
genuine Church of England society."* 

I think we must each admit, dear Sir, that a 
building does not usually exist before its founda- 
tions are laid; and that, consequently, if Dr. 
Ryle be accurate — as is just possible — ^the Na- 
tional Church is not so antient by many centuries 
as some of us have hitherto believed it to be. 
Furthermore, that in several particulars your new 
bishop faithfully represents "our excellent Re- 
formers," I have no wish to deny. That, for 
argument's sake, and without further ado, may 
be admitted. 

• " Eecord," May 6, 1880. 
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Now to proceed to the subject in which you 
are so practically interested. The following is 
on record as Dr. Eyle's general opinion con- 
cerning the character of the Christian ministry. 
It certainly embodies numerous and somewhat 
portentous negations : — 

" We steadily refuse to admit that Christian 
ministers are in any sense sacrificing priests, me- 
diators between God and man, lords of men's 
consciences, or private confessors. We refuse 
it not only because we cannot see it in the Bible, 
but also because we have read the lessons of 
Church history. We find that sacerdotalism or 
priestcraft has frequently been the curse of Chris- 
tianity, and the ruin of true religion."* (P. 22.) 

From the following paragraph may be very 
clearly gathered what the same writer holds 
conceding the priesthood in particul^, and whom 
he believes to have been the author of its origin. 
His opinions are as bold as they are remarkable. 
To a candidate for priestly ordination in his new. 
diocese they must be of special interest, one 
might suppose. 

" What single example have we in all the New 
Testament of anyone using a minister as a priest 
— even in the days of Peter and Paul? This 
modem system, which is not satisfied with 
Christ's priesthood, but must have mortal men 
as priests besides, bears the mark of its origin 
on its face. It is from beneath and not from 
above."t (Pp. 18, 19.) 

* "Evangelical Religion," by J. C. Eyle. 
t " Have yon a Priest ?" by J. C. Byle, 1871. 
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As a consequence of tliis remarkable assertion 
tlie following deliberate and categorical expres- 
sion of misbelief — in which Our Blessed Lord's 
Own words are pointedly and directly contra- 
dicted by this modest Protestant — appears as a 
matter of course : — 

'' Christ, as Man, is in heaven, and not on the 
Communion-table at the celebration of the Lord's 
Supper. He is not present at that holy Sacrament 
under the form of bread and wine, as the Bo- 
man Catholics and some Anglicans say. The 
consecrated bread is not the body of Christ, 
and the consectated wine is not the blood of 
Christ. Those sacred elements are the emblems 
of something absent, and not of something pre- 
sent."* (P. 7.) 

The question to be settled for your young 
friend is not whether the above heresy is tolerated 
in " our beloved and flexiblef Communion " — of 
course it is, for there being no spiritual autho- 
•rity remaining, and no possibility of a practical 
appeal to any, we are most of us self-pleasers — 
but whether a person holding such heresies is 
capable of receiving the priesthood and the epis- 
copate from others, and of conveying the same 
to persons who may intend to perpetuate those 
orders. 

On that point — a most practical and momentous 

• " Have you a Priest ? " by J. 0. Ryle, 1871. 

t " Wanted a Curacy by an Oxford man, in a county 
where there is good fishing and cheerful society. Stipend, 
or its equivalent, £180. Views flexible. Address, Rev. 
B.H., care of Messrs., Ac. — " Ecclesiastical Gazette." 
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one — ^with. all due humilitj, I must frankly admit, 
and with equal frankness state, that I cannot con- 
ceive how a person who, in the plainest terms, not 
only denies that there is any true Christian 
priesthood at all, but even maintains that the 
idea of such originated with the Devil and came 
from " below," and holds it to be " the curse of 
Christianity,*' could by any possibility either re- 
ceive the priesthood himself or convey it to others. 
It is more than doubtful if an avowed disbeliever 
in the grace of the sacerdotal order could be made 
a priest at all : some writers hold that he could 
not ; it is quite certain, however, that such a 
disbeliever could not perpetuate the apostolic 
succession — for the sure and solid foundation 
of all the Christian sacraments is faith. 

Dr. Eyle may be a " priest " and a " bishop " 
of the Church of England ; possibly he is : but 
of this I am certain, that no theologians in any 
part of Christendom — out of our own narrow 
circle — with the printed expressions of Dr. Ryle's 
avowed sentiments before them, could look upon 
him as either a priest or a bishop. For myself 
I may add with the most perfect sincerity that I 
should as soon believe that the laying-on of the 
hands of the Town Clerk or the Town Crier of 
your new City would confer upon me the priest- 
hood of the Christian Church, as that anything 
Dr. Ryle might attempt would convey to me 
that grace. A man who, by his own confession, 
openly disbelieves in his office ought never to 
have accepted it. A man who scofEs at the reality 
of his official duties had far better leave them 
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undone. Any person in the City, for example, 
professing to be a Commissioner in Chancery or 
a Public Notary, and exercising his sham office 
to the delusion of his dupes, when avowedly he 
was neither the one nor the other, would surely 
merit punishment. In sacred matters more 
especially, such a cruel policy — affecting other 
people — is far more heinous, and deserves the 
heartiest reprobation. 

But my private opmion is of very little value. 
The most regular course of action to take — were 
our position not so painfully anomalous — ^would 
be to appeal to the Primate of the Province of 
York on the matter. He is presumed to be Dr. 
Ryle's immediate superior. His Q-race, however, 
unfortunately has now no Court in which to raise 
such a question. Perhaps, therefore, on the 
whole, you had better appeal directly to the 
Queen. If you should do this, excuse me for 
adding that the proper course would be to trans- 
mit your communication to Her Majesty through 
the Secretary for the Home Department. 

Wishing you every blessing, I am, your 
faithful servant, 

Fbedebice G-eobge Lee. 

Lady Day in Harvest, August 15, 1880. 
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THE CHURCH UNDER QUEEN 

ELIZABETH. 

AN HISTORICAL SKETCH. 

By the Rev. F. G. LEE, D.D. 

Two Vols, Crown 8vo, 21«. 

" This is in many ways a remarkably fine book 5 considered 
in its historic aspect, it is of great interest and value.'* — 
Morning Post, May 7, 1880. 

''It seems to me to contain a large amount of valuable 
historical matter, and to bring out for the first time the real 
history of Queen Elizabeth's reign. History has been in 
conspiracy against the truth for three hundred years, but 
is now coming out into the light of day." — Cardinal New- 
man, 

" Presenting a painful picture of the degradation into 
which the Church had sunk in Elizabeth's reign." — Daily 
Telegraph. 

" He throws such a light on facts that have been delibe- 
rately kept in the background, and on persons who have 
hitherto been regarded as saints, that it will be read with 
interest." — 8t. Luke. 



The Words from the Cross. 

SEVEN SEBM0N8 
FOE LENT, PASSION-TIDE & HOLY WEEK. 

By the Rev. F. G. LEE, D.D. 

Tlilrd Bditlon Bevlsed. Voap. 3«. 6d. 

"Dr. Lee's Sermons npon our Lord's Words from the 
CrosSf though everywhere marked by exact theological 
terminology, are so plain in their language, and, we may 
add, so solemn in their thought and tone, that no one 

could read them unmoved An important 

contribution to our pulpit literature.'* — Oxford University 
Herald. 

" We have lately seen no more remarkable volume of 
sermon's than Dr. Lee's Words from the Oro88— sermons 
on our Saviour's * Seven Sayings.' They are plain, 
forcible, and yet eloquent." — Daily Post, 

" Replete alike with sound doctrine and practical appli- 
cation of the same. Couched in eloquent langpoage. We 
cordially recommend them to our reader's notice." — John 
BvXl, 

" Written, as usual with him, with feeling and in ima- 
ginative and often eloquent language." — Quardian, 

** A warm, affectionate, and reverent appreciation of the 
Passion of our Lord." — Clerical Journal. 

*< We have seldom read any sermons more forcible and 
more eloquent than these. At the same time they are so 
plain, and the language is so well chosen, that a child 
might follow them." — Morning Post. 



